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Jack Ruby’s Gun Seized 
In Encounter at Capitol 

Man Says He Wanted to Show Pistol toFoley 

in town 


By Brian Mooar 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


U.S. Capitol Police seized the 
pistol Jack Ruby used to kill Lee 
Harvey Oswald after a man carried 
the $220,000 weapon to Capitol 
Hill and on a whim offered to show 
it to House Speaker Thomas S. 
Foley, police said yesterday. 

Robert Luongo, a representative 
of the pistol's owner, said he meant 
no harm and considered the unloaded 
gun, bought at an auction, to be more 
a piece of history than a weapon. 
Luongo said he is terrified that the 
weapon might meet the fate of other 
firearms seized in the District: de- 
struction. A judge will have to decide 
whether usual policy will be followed, 
police said yesterday. 

The Saturday afternoon incident 
has flushed out the owner of the 
gun, who had gone to great lengths 
to maintain his anonymity. Local 
lawyer Allen Dale said he was re- 
tained yesterday by the gun's own- 
er, Anthony Pugliese, of Florida, to 
try to get it back. 


Luongo wafe in tbwn to appear 
with the gun on the “Larry King 
Live” television show Friday and 
ended up in jail overnight when his 
enthusiasm for showing it off at- 
tracted the attention of police. 

Luongo, 37, of Ocean Ridge, Fla., 
said upon his release from jail yes- 
terday that his ordeal began as “a 
simple naive scenario.” He said he 
decided to sightsee for a few hours 
before catching a flight home and 
was simply unaware that the Dis- 
trict's stringent gun laws require 
carrying permits even for historic, 
unloaded guns. 

He complained bitterly that po- 
lice knew he had the battered .38- 
caliber Colt Cobra packed in a 
locked case for nearly 30 minutes 
before his arrest. While strolling on 
the Capitol grounds, he met a young 
police officer and began talking 
about the mysterious twists and 
turns of the assassination of Pres- 
ident John F. Kennedy. Police and 
Luongo differ on whether Foley was 
directly approached. 

See GUN, A9, Col. 3 
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